From a seat in the back of the bal-
cony one can see hundreds of heads. The
backs of classmates who today, sat through
class, maybe stayed after, got some supper at
home and were dragged back to the Spring
Concert. When they walked through the
elaborate and powerful front arch did they
feel proud to be entering accomplished
ground? Do they brag to their eof-district
friends about how their softball team is
coached by a man who was voted Coach of
the Year in six of his eight seasons? Or that
they just fell asleep in the same study hall
that rock legend Rob Buck once slept in?

How about that the science class they re-
viewed in once harbored Michelle Edson

who worked for NASA and has over ten pat-
ents? Or even that the conductor in front of
them whooés giving an
tween every song has played in front of over
20,000 people and had to decline a tour in
Europe to teach. It 6s
around and faces the on looking students.
With a smile close to that of a father who just
had a baby, he ackn
achievement, #fAthe Ja

ceived first place trophies, gold medals and i/ Lt
superior ratings at every festival and compe-{§ S8

tition, for overtwentyf i ve year s.
To appreciate this school and to be
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impressed by its success you
mustndt go f a
probably farther than most ar
willing to go. Frankly, getting
to their lockeris more impor-
tant than memorizing the tro-
phies they pass. To say that
three weeks of research has
uncovered all the glory within
Cassadagabds w
naive of any journalist; but al-
most every stone overturned
was unknown to me, maybe t
you too. And | for one am sick
of the stereotypes falsely curs
ing this scho
own attendants. From my sea
in thg} back of the balcony |
efed how much these
walls were hiding. Here | sit in
that same balcony, long after
5cHodl has been dismissed,
sixteen pages of answers laid
put before me. Every word on
n‘?pglnts to one thing:
1 Cougar Pride.
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Musical Wizard

Mr. Cross has been serena
ing the French and Health rooms wit
High School Band songs for twenty
nine years now, since 1981. This is
after earning a 3.9 in his own high
school in Erie. Originally he stumble
into music after being cast as the le
inYoudre a Goodma
at age 15 when he had been denied
pit orchestra position. This was musi
cal number one; since then he has
been involved in a prolific 200 more.
Mr. Cross is a hidden celeb-
rity. One could know him for years
and never understand exactly how
significant and deep his contribution
to music go. Passing by him in the h
one would never
with A-list celebrities of various eras
Everyone from comedians like Ellen
DeGeneres, the Smothers Brothers
actors like Mickey Rooney, to TV
sitcom star Bob Newhart have seen
pleasant face and heard his sweet
songs. Cross has also played with
Lucille Ballds c
Arnaz in his Babalu Big Band and
singers such as The Bellamy Brothe
Manhattan Transfer, The 10,000 Ma
niacs and The Temptations. Legend
Buffal o Saberés
has also performed with Mr. Cross. |
other highprofile concerts, Mr. Cross
could be found opening, for country
singers Waylon Jennings, Diamond
Rio, Loretta Lynn and the Gatlin
Brothers. To truly respect these ac-
complishments, modern era student
may need to mention some of the
names to their parents or wikipedia
details, but none will disappoint.
Away from music he enjoys a time

-Performed in 200 separate
musicals

-5 year band leader/arranger for
hautauqua Idol Shows

-Averages 200 concerts a year with 10
different music groups

-Over 5,000 concerts in his career.

-Cougar Cadet Marching Band won
States from 679-é&nd p
82

consuming but successful coin col-
lecting hobby that spans nearly
every empire that had coinage from
600 B.C.

Even more impressive is
considering this is all taking place
after teaching hours. Until 1986
Cross spent his summers in jazz
clubs from Chicago to New Orleans.
This final year, 68
mark. Mr. Cross played tenor saxo-
phone in the band that placed first in
the National Concert Band Finals
and received the highest award of
Best Concert Band in the United
States of America. His skill in music
has since prompted connections to
invite Cross to tou
could be in London or Madrid right
now, 0 he explains,
have to tell them,
And a good one at that; 1997 gave
him the Music Teacher of the Year
Award from the Fredonia Chamber
Players. Sure his widespread talent
and celebrity caliber accomplish-
ments may not be noticed or mean
much when he demands yet another
practice but let us never take for
granted the honor he brings to our

school 6s name.



Cassadaga has delivered some outstanding musicians to the world before. Perhaps the most
mainstream is Rob Buck of tHE),000 Maniacsyet he could never over shadow other stellar talent.
AiMany CV musicians, past and present, have graduated with
ferent instruments. o0 At NYSSMA solo festivals they donodt c
Bradford played flute, clarinet and alto saxophone. Mr. Cross speculates that she may be the only one to
ever accomplish this. Classmate Codee Spinner played both bassoon and tenor saxophone and earned
scores of 98 and 99 on level six repertoire, the most difficult. Asrfanationed, the CV Jazz Ensemble
has earned the highest possible award at every competitio

decade, including concert band.



